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TO  THE  CHAIRllOT  AM)  I\ffi]\'BERS  OP  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OP  TORPOINT.  ■ 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1956  the  estimated  total  population 
of  the  Health  Area  fell  by  610,  This  fall  v/as  mainly  due  to  a 
reduction  in  the  population  of  the  Torpoint  Urban  District  from 
6,210  to  5.j680,  duo  probably  to  some  reduction  in  the  numbers 
of  Royal  Navy  personnel  in  the  district.  There  were  also  small 
decreases  in  population  in  St.  Germans  Rural  District,  Liskeard 
Rural  District  and  Liskeard  Municipal  Borough,  and  small  increasos 
in  Saltash  Municipal  Borough  and  Looo  Urban  District.  Y/ith 
696  live  births  there  vi^as  an  excess  of  births  ovor  deaths  of  44« 
The  corrected  birth  rato  for  the  Aroa  at  15*1  was  slightly  bolow 
the  national  rato  of  15«7  por  1,000  of  population.  The  highest 
birth  rate  recorded  was  in  tho  Liskeard  Rural  District  at  16,4 
por  1,000,  the  lowest  being  in  tho  Looo  Urban  District  v/hero  it 
was  13*1  per  1,000,  Tho  still  birth  rato  for  tho  Area  was  19.7 
per  1,000  total  births,  as  compared  with  a  rato  of  23#0  for 
England  and  Y/alos, 

Deaths  in  tho  Area  during  the  year  totalled  652,  a 
reduction  of  28  on  last  year's  figure,  and  the  lowest  so  far 
recorded  since  I  commenced  the  collection  of  statistics  for 
tho  Area  in  1948,  Tho  average  age  at  death  -  68  years  for  males, 
and  73  years  for  females  v;as  substantially  the  same  as  in  1955 j 
and  approaches  very  closely  tho  figures  given  in  recent  Life 
Tables  by  the  Registrar  General,  Of  those  ?/ho  died  during  the 
year,  307  or  47^  of  tho  total  had  reached  the  age  of  75  years 
or  over  at  the  time  of  death.  Once  more  the  group  of  diseases 
affecting  tho  heart  took  the  heaviest  toll  of  life  causing  255 
deaths,  and  accounting  for  just  over  twice  as  many  deaths  as 
those  attributed  to  all  forms  of  cancer  which  again  lios  second 
in  order  of  prevalence  as  a  cause  of  death.  In  1956  cancer  of 
tho  lung  and  the  windpipe  has  for  tho  first  time  become  tho 
most  numorous  form  of  defined  cancer  causing  death  in  No; 7  Health 
Area,  and  was  responsible  for  22  deaths.  Other  points  of  interest 
in  the  death  returns  are  the  increase  in  the  number  of  suicido 
deaths  which  totalled  10,  and  tho  fact  that  ”  other  accidents”  , 
many  of  which  concerned  old  persons  and  occurred  in  tho  homo, 
caused  8  deaths  as  compared  with  tho  more  publicised  typo  of 
accident  involving  motor  vehicles  which  v/as  responsible  for  2 
deaths  only. 

It  is  appropriate  at  this  stage  to  make  some  further 
reference  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  bronchus,  (v/indpipe),  which 
has  in  recent  years  been  taking  an  increasing  toll  of  life,  and 
has,  in  consequence,  received  a  great  deal  of  publicity,  and  has 
provoked  much  correspondence  from  statisticians,  scientific 
and  medical  v/orkers  and  non-specialisod  people  in  all  walks  of 
life.  The  main, and  rather  gi>ira,fact  of  this  situation  -  that 
lung  cancer  mortality  has  greatly  increased  in  tho  past  25  years  - 
is  nov/horo  in  dispute,  but  there  is  as  yet  no  agreement  on  tho 
cause  or  causes  of  this  20th  contury  plague.  As  a  measure  of 
the  increase  in  tho  disease  tho  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  cause  in  tho  country  as  a  whole  from  2,286  in  1931  to  17,271 
in  1955  is  tragically  clear,  and  in  this  Area  there  has  been  a 
noticeable  and  steady  increase  in  the  disease  over  tho  past  seven 
years  from  7  deaths  in  1950  to  22  deaths  in  1956,  In  1950 
medical  and  statistical  research  workers, in  this  coimtry  and  in 
America,  suggested  that  there  v/as  a  strong  linlc  betv/een  the 
incidence  of  lung  cancer  and  the  consumption  of  tobacco,  Further¬ 
more,  it  appeared  that  tho  way  in  which  the  tobacco  was  consumed 
had  a  considerable  effect  on  the  risk  of  provoking  cancer  of  the 
lung,  with  the  cigarette  in  the  role  of  the  villain  of  the  piece. 
In  October  1951  two  British  medical  research  ;/orkcrs,with  the  help 
and  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession,  Govornment  departments 
and  the  British  Medical  Association,  commenced  an  enquiry  into 
tho  smoking  habits  of  some  40,700  doctors.  Those  doctors  wore 
then  followed  through  until  March  1956  -  a  period  of  four  years 
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and  five  months  -  and  the  mortality  they  had  suffered  during 
this  period  from  lung  cancer  v/as  examined  in  relation  to  thoir 
smoking  hahits  in  October  1951  as'  shown  in  a  questionnaire 
completed  by  them  at  that  time.  The  result  of  this  interesting 
and  relatively  large-scale  enquiry  showed  a  steady  gradient  of 
incidence  of  death  from  lung  cancer  with  increasing  amounts  of 
tobacco  smoked.  The  standardized  death  rates  per  1,000  v/ore; 
non-smokers  0,07;  light  smokers  0,47;  moderate  smokers  0,86 
and  heavy  smokers  1,66  -  or,  in  other  words,  the  death  rate  for 
lung  cancer  is  for  heavy  smokers  (25  cigarettes  or  more  per  day) 
twenty  times  that  of  the  rate  for  non-smokers.  The.  enquiry 
also  co2ifirmod  a  lower  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  pipe  and 
cigar  smokers,  showed  a  diminished  liability  to  it  in  those 
smokers  who  had  given  up  the  habit  and  showed  a  trend  of  increased 
mortality  from  chronic  bronchitis,  coronary  thrombosis,  pulmionary 
tuberculosis  rmd  peptic  ulcers  amongst  those  ¥/ho  smoked.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  investigation  did  much  to  strengthen  the 
position  of  those  v/ho  havo  been  trying  to  bring  before  the  public 
the  dangerous  nature  of  the  smoking  habit.  In  commenting  on  the 
findings  of  this  enquiry  the  editor  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal  has  written;  The  new  evidence  now  published  makes  it 
more  than  ever  imperative  for  all  concerned  to  see  that  the 
public  is  repeatedly  informed  of  the  possible  dangers  to  health- 
and  life  from  smoking  cigarettes,”  In  spite  of  such  clear 
v/arnings,  and  the  publicity  given  to  the  matter  in  all  sections 
of  the  popular  press,  the  general  mass  of  the  public  do  not  appear 
willing  to  abandon,  or  even  moderate,  thoir  appetite  for  tobacco. 
Indeed,  their  jocular  roforonce  to  the  cigarette  as  a  ”  cancer 
stick’  suggests  that  in  full  knowledge  of  the  possible  consoquoncos 
tnoy  do  not  take  the  matter  very  seriously.  It  is,  of  course,  a 
fact  that  no  national  publicity  campaign  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  public,  and  particularly  adolescents  and  young  adults,  to  the 
hazards  of  smoking  has  yet  been  undertaken.  Whilst  this  may  bo 
duo  in  part  to  the  reluctance  of  the  Government  to  accept  con¬ 
clusions  which  they  and  thoir  advisers  do  not  yet  consider 
fully  proven,  they  must  also  havo  in  mind  the  loss  of  Excise  duty 
and  the  probability  of  unemployment  amongst  tobacco  workers  v/hich 
would  inevitably  follow  the  success  of  any  campaign  against  the 
smoking  habit.  Even  if  such  a  national  Government- sponsored 
campaign  were  launched,  there  is  considerable  doubt  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  a  real  success.  There  is  a  growing  view,  that  the 
tobacco  habit  is  something  more  than  a  harmless  social  custom. 

On  the  contrary  it  bears  many  of  tho  marks  of  a  drug  addiction  - 
in  this  case  to  tho  drug  nicotine,  and  other  chemicals  which  are 
released  and  absorbed  when  tobacco  is  smoked.  Those  of  us  v\rho 
have  witnessed  the  efforts  of  our  friends  and  acquaintances  to 
stop  smoking  will  have  observed  the  intense,  almost  pathological 
craving,  coupled  with  an  irritability  which  makes  the  previously 
placid  smoker  difficult  to  live  with  and  v/ork  ?/ith,  I  havo  more 
than  a  little  sympathy  with  the  moderate  or  heavy  smoker,  long 
confirmed  in  his  habit,  who  trios  to  give  it  up,  and  I  do  not 
feel  that  any  campaign  aimed  at  him  is  going  to  meet  with 
success.  Our  efforts  must  be  directed  mainly  at  those  adolescents 
and  young  adults  who  have  not  yot  acquired  v/hat  is,  after  all, 
an  unnecessary,  expensive  and  probably  dangerous  hobbit. 

There  v/as  a  v/elcorne  reduction  in  tho  number  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  tho  year,  v/hen  11  such 
deaths  were  registered.  This  is  a  reduction  of  5  deaths  on  the 
1955  total,  and  is  the  lowest  figure  so  far  recorded,  the  previous 
best  being  13  deaths  in  1954*  The  1956  infant  mortality  rate  for 
the  Area  was  15o8  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared  v/ith  the 
national  rate  of  23# 8,  Tho  highest  rates  in  _tho  Area  wore  at 
Liskoard  MoB,  and  Saltash  M,B,  whilst  Torpoiht  UoD,  and  Looo  U,  D, 
had  no  infant  deaths.  Of  the  11  deaths,  no  less  than  8  wore  of 
infants  undor  four  weeks  of  ago.  In  those  8  infants  dying  in 
the  first  hazardous  days  after  birth  tho  cause  in  75^  of  the 
cases  v/as  prematurity,  \Wiilst  some  of  the  premature  births 
would  havo  been  difficult  or  perhaps  impossible  to  prevent,  some 
at  least  might  have  been  prevented  by  better  ante-natal  care  of 
of  tho  expectant  mother.  In  this  connection  it  is  v/orth 


romombcring  that  whatever  the  National  Health  Service  my  offer 
through  the  family  doctor,  the  midwife  and  the  anto-natal  clinic, 
tho  co-oporation  and  understanding  of  the  expectant  mother  is 
very  important  if  tho  desired  result  -  a  normal  birth  at  full- 
term  is  to  bo  achieved.  Pregnancy  is  in  tho  groat  majority  of 
cases  a  norml  physiological  process  which  ends  in  the  birth 
of  a  healthy  baby,  but  since  in  a  small  proport io2i  cf  cases 
complications  and  abnormalities  do  arise,  it  is  never  v/iso  to 
take  things  altogether  for  granted,  Tho  observance  of  some 
simple  and  not  particularly  irksome  rules  about  diet,  rest  and 
relaxation,  and  clothing,  will  do  much  to  prevent  tho  onset 
of  those  difficulties  v/hich,  once  established  and  allowed  to 
continue,  may  result  in  stillbirth  or  premturo  birth.  In  this 
Health  Area,  largely  rural  in  character,  the  ante-natal  clinic 
operating  in  one  of  the  larger  centres  of  population  did  not 
prove  successful,  and  tho  provision  of  ante-natal  care  and  advice 
must  therefore  rest  with  tine  family  doctor  and  the  district  nurse/ 
midwife. 

For  many  years  maternal  mortality  has  been  very  much 
loss  of  a  problem  than  irefant  mortality,  and  it  is  now  uncommon 
to  find  v/omen  dying  as  the  result  of  childbirth.  In  the  Health 
Area  there  was  only  one  such  death  last  year,  and  even  this  is 
above  tho  average  for  the  preceding  five  years,  in  which  three 
such  deaths  only  occurred. 

During  the  year  1956  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease, 
other  than  tuberculosis,  was  bclov;  average.  The  total  number  of 
cases  notified  was  480  as  compared  v/ith  an  average  of  just  over 
900  for  tho  six  years  immediately  preceding,  Tho  most  prevalent 
diseases  in  numerical  order  were  measles  with  241  cases,  v/hooping 
cough  with  111  cases,  pneumonia  with  70  cases  and  erysipelas  with 
21  cases.  Of  tho  more  serious  infectious  diseases  there  were  3 
cases  of  poliomyelitis,  3  of  encephalitis  and  1  of  meningitis. 

None  'of  these,  or  indeed  of  the  more  common  infectious  diseases, 
had  a  fatal  outcome,  and  the  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  of  the 
non-paralyt ic  variety.  One  of  these  was  a  summer  visitor  to  Looe 
who  vms  already  suffering  from  tho  disease  when  she  loft  her  home 
in  Manchester  to  travel  to  Cornwall, 

In  tho  early  months  of  tho  year  tho  parents  of  some 
5,800  children  born  in  tho  years  1947  to  1954  inclusive  were  written 
to,  and  asked  to  signify  whether  they  wished  to  have  their  children 
registered  for  immunisation  with  a  now  British  poliomyelitis  vaccine 
v/hich  it  was  hoped  v/ould  soon  bo  available  in  limited  quantities. 
Parents  of  1,564  of  those  children  agreed  to  register  them  -  an 
acceptance  rate  of  2  7^,  Subsequently  in  May  and  Juno  with  the  limr- 
itod  supply  of  vaccine  provided,  178  children  selected  to  a  plan 
given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  vaccinated  without  incident. 

It  is  not  possible  to  express  any  useful  opinion  yet  on  the  efficacy 
of  this  vaccine,  especially  as  the  incidence  of  poliomj^'elitis  in 
the  country  was  relatively  light  during  tho  summer  and  autur:m 
months  of  1956,  and  children  v/oro  therefore  not  exposed  to  a  great 
deal  of  this  infection,  Tho  acid  tost  of  this  or  any  other  vaccine 
against  poliomyelitis  v/ill  be  its  ability  to  protect  vaccinated 
children  in  the  face  of  moderate  or  heav;'/  infection  in  their 
environment.  Wo  all  fervently  hope  that  this  new  measure  against 
poliomyelitis  will  prove  effective,  as  up  to  date  all  other 
measures  tried  have  proved  unreliable  and  of  little  value. 

Although  tho  total  incidence  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
during  1956  was  below  that  of  tho  previous  year,  tho  reduction 
occurred  wholly  in  non-r ospiratory  disease,  the  incidence  of 
respiratory  disease  remaining  at  28  cases  as  in  1955,  One  case  only 
of  non-r  ospiratory  tuberculosis  v/as  notified  during  1956,  and  this 
is  by  far  the  lowest  figure  recorded  for  this  disease  since  tho 
Health  Area  was  formed  in  1948,  Since  mnst  non-respiratory  in¬ 
fections  are  due  to  tho  bovine  type  of  tubercle  bacillus,  we 
have  good  reason  to  hope  that  as  tuberculous  cattle  are  eliminated 
from  dairy  herds  this  disabling  and  disfiguring  disease,  once  so 


common  amongst  children  and  adolescents,  will  largely  disappear. 
Unfortunately  the  prospect  for  the  more  common  form  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  -  that  v/hich  affects  the  lungs  -  is  not  nearly  so  hrighto 
Respiratory  tuberculosis  has  always  been  the  more  prevalent  typo 
of  the  disease,  and  since  the  human  being  is  the  reservoir  of 
infection  it  is  understandably  much  more  difficult  to  discover 
and  control  human  sources  of  infection.  Amongst  those  v/ho  give 
tim-^  and  thought  to  the  problem,  there  is  a  grov/ing  belief  that 
the  largest  part  of  tho  rosorvoir  of  infection  lies  in  the 
olaer  ago  groups  of  tho  community,  i,e,,  from  45  years  upwards. 
Many  such  people  suffer  from  long-standing  chest  complaints  - 
usually  labelled  as  chronic  bronchitis  -  v/hich  may  mask  the 
presence  of  tuberculous  infection,  or  may,  tlirough  their  chronic 
debilitating  effect  on  tho  lung  tissues,  predispose  to  tho 
lighting  up  of  an  old,  and  apparently  healed,  focus  of  tuberculous 
infection  dating  back,  perhaps,  to  adolescent  or  early  adult  life. 
In  this  connection  it  is  v/orth  reporting  tho  result  recently 
published  of  an  investigation  into  a  possible  association  betv/cen 
smoking  and  respiratory  tuberculosis.  This  shov/ed  that  in  both 
sexes  patients  of  over  30  years  of  ago  with  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  showed  a  highly  significant  deficiency  of  non-smokers 
and  light  smokers,  and  an  excess  of  moderate  and  heavy  smokers 
when  compared  v/ith  control  cases  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
This  suggests  that  smoking  may  bo  an  iiaportant  cause  of  the 
broakdovm  of  healed  and  quiescent  respiratory  tuberculosis  in 
adults,  ospocially  those  past  middle  age  who  have  boon  smoking 
for  many  years.  Whatever  tho  cause,  or  causes,  of  respiratory 
tuberculous  infection  in  middle-aged  and  elderly  persons,  it 
is  generally  difficult  to  persuade  such  persons  of  the  desira¬ 
bility  or  necessity  of  having  their  chest  condition  proiocrly 
investigated  to  exclude  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis  and  cancer, 
which  arc  bo coming  more  common  in  tho  later  decades  of  life. 

The  popular  conception  of  tuberculosis  is  of  a  disease  which 
affects  adolescents  and  young  adults,  and  it  therefore  is  not 
surprising  to  find  difficulty  in  convincing  older  persons  of 
their  liability  to  suffer  from  it,  and  of  the  necessity  to 
undergo  X-ray  examinations  and  sputum  tests  when  their  chest 
condition  is  not  normal.  It  is  a  common  experience  to  find, 
v/hen  checking  up  on  the  contacts  of  newly  discovered  cases, 
that  middle-aged  or  elderly  relatives  and  friends  of  the  patient 
who  have  had  contact  with  him,  are  either  reluctant  or  refuse 
outright  to  have  themselves  investigated  at  the  Chest  Gliiiic, 

Tho  fallacy  of  this  outlook  is  illustrated  by  roforonco  to  tho 
figures  for  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  notified 
during  tho  three  years  1954-1956  inclusive.  Of  tho  total  of 
81  such  cases  in  tho  Health  Area,  no  less  than  32  v/ere  in  tho 
45  -  65  year  age  group,  and  9  vvere  in  tho  over  65  year  age 
group.  Thus  just  over  50^o  of  tho  new  cases  notified  in  these 
throe  years  were  in  middle  aged  and  elderly  persons,  and  6  of 
those  wore  aged  70  years  and  over,  I  hopio  that  figures  such  as 
these  v/ill  help  to  dispel  ary  notion  that  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  mainly  a  disease  of  the  young,  and  will  perhaps  help 
to  persuade  those  past  middle  age  to  co-operate  more  readily 
with  those  of  us  v/ho  arc  trying  to  eradicate  this  disease. 

They  owe  it  not  only  to  themselves,  so  that  if  required  they  may 
be  given  treatment,  but  also  to  those  with  whom  thoy  associate, 
and  whom  thoy  may  unknov/ingly  infect  with  tuberculosis. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  tho  years  since  1946  has 
been  the  steady  fall  in  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis.  Thus 
in  1948,  when  tho  Ho;  7  Plealth  Area  was  constituted,  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  disease  v/as  13,  and  this  figure  rose  to  21 
two  years  later  in  1950,  Since  then  it  has  shown  a  progressive 
and  welcome  reduction  until  in  1956  it  reached  tho  record  low 
figure  of  1  death  only.  The  principal  credit  for  this  happy 
state  of  affairs  must  go  to  tho  new  highly  effective  range  of 
drugs  which  are  now  available  for  tho  treatment  of  tuberculosis,. 
Not  only  do  they  arrest  the  progress  of  tho  disease  but  thoy 
also  shorten  the  duration  of  treatment  under  hospital  conditions, 
and  therefore  allow  a  more  rapid  turnover  of  sanatorium  bods. 

This  in  turn  moans  that  new  patients  can  be  more  readily  accepted 
for  sanatorium  treatment,  and  the  groat  bugbear  of  the  immediate 
post-war  tuberculosis  situation  -  tho  long  wait  for  a  bed  in  a 


sanitoriimi  -  has  virtually  disappearedo  Since  the  prompt 
isolation  and  adequate  treatment  of  the  newly  discovered  case 
is  an  important  factor  in  limiting  the  spread^ of  tuherculosio, 
one  may  reasonably  hope,  and  expect,  that  improved  met hodo 
of  treating  the  disease  will  eventually  bring  about  some 
tion  in  the  number  of  persons  newly  infected.  We  may  also  hope^ 
that  this  more  effective  treatment  of  tuberculosis  will  encourage 


a 

c 


■-'-jas  to  seek  early  advice,  slid  to  persevere  with  treatment  to 
.n-'eaLr  extent  than  in  those  not-so-distant  times  when  the 
U'look  in  tuberculosis  was  so  much  more  gloomy. 

Some  few  years  ago  the  Medical  Research  Council 
commenced  a  leirge-scale  investigation  into  the  use  of  boG.ir. 
va^iSe  in  preventing  tuberculous  infection  in  adolescents. 

In  February^l956  the  first  progress  report  was  published. 

This  showed  that  BoC.Go  vaccination  did  co^er^  a  substantial 
degree  of  protection  in  adolescents,  and  it  appeared  that 
vafolnahoS  reduced  the  chances  °fg™tractlng  tuherculosis 
by  about  80?s  or,  to  put  it  in  another  way,  ox  ^ 

cLos  of  tuberculosis  appearing  in  ^acc mated  ad olos centre, 
four  might  have  been  prevented  by  BoGoG-o  vaccination.  Th 
Co^Striedlctl  Office?  has  since  1954.operated  a  scheme  tor 
giving  BeC.G-c  vaccine  to  adolescents  in  the  school-loavi  g  _ 
age  group  vdio,  after  appropriate  tests,  were  found  to  need  xt. 

The  response  of  parents  to  this  scheme  has  on  the  whole  been 
very  good,  and  by  the  time  the  last  series  an^ 

vaccination  sessions  were  held  in  November  1956,  ? 

1;,658  school-leavers  had  been  vaccinated  in  No;  7  health  Ar  a. 

The  welfare  of  old  persons  continued  to  cause  some 

anxiety  during  the  year.  The  difficulties 

people  arises  not  so  much  from  shortage  of  suitable  welfare 
?na  hospital  accommodation  -  although  during  the  winter  these 
are  only  just  adoguate  -  as  to  the  roluctance,  or  outright 

?e?u??l  of  some  of  them  to  agree  to  move  i"* “7"h'N"Whelr 
nr  hosoltal  where  they  can  bo  cared  for.  Ho  doubt  much  of  the 

obstinLy  stems  from  a  natural  sense  ^f/Ws^v^luofb^fOTf the 
in  a  generation  which  grew  up  and  formed  i'*'®  of  their 

advent  of  the  Welfare  State,  whilst  in  many  the  dulling 

critical  faculties  by  advancing  ys®®  toLrnlace 

unwilling  to  appreciate  the  deterioration  which  has  taken 

in  their  personal  standards  of  living,  of  cleanliness  a 
their  conduct  towards  the  rest  of  the  community  in  whidi  they 
live.  In  fairness  to  the  general  body  of  elderly  people,  I 
must  make  it  clear  that  the  old  persons  referred  to  & 
in  the  minority.  The  groat  majority  of 

reasonable  conditions  in  their  own  homos,  with  lelativ 

eventide  homes  or  institutions,  and  cause  Ityi®  pN  Snroasmnble 
anyone.  On  the  other  hand,  the  few  recalcitrant 
characters  which  do  exist,  can  cause  trouble  S'™ 

neighbours,  and  to  the  welfare  services,  out  of  ^11  ,lloh 

their  actual  numbers.  I  am  aware  that  Jurisdic- 

such  oases  can  be  taken  before  the  local  f^nSils  to 

tion,  but  I  am  very  reluctant  to  rooaumend  DJ-oti  lo* 

take  this  course  of  action,  and  they 

roluctant  to  authorise  tho  taking  of  such  action.  Ap 
possibility  that  tho  Court  may  have  to  j^^Pty 

?f  his  liberty,  he  is  in  any  event  exposed  to  the  / 

which  almost  inevitably  accompanies  the  taking  of  the  cas 
before  the  Bench.  In  this  latter  connection  I  feol  that  such 

cases  might  be  more  expeditiously  and  emsidorat-ion 

tho  procedure  used  for  mentally  ill  people  -  tho  con 
?f  thr"out  of  Court  by  one  or  two  Justices  -  ios 

parWcu?lly  as  some  of  the  cases  concerned  display 
of  behaviour  and  confusion  of  thought,  which  if  not  call^^o 
for  action  under  mental  health  legislation,  do  oUgg 
doterioration  in  mental  faculties. 

In  spite  of  the  various  difficulties  encountered  in 

this  field  during  the  year,  it  was  o'^scek  the"  corn- 

action  under  tho  Mational  Assistance  g  >  hospital, 

pulsory  removal  of  any  old  person  to  an  institution  or  a  nusi 


The  Food.  Hygiene  Regulations  1955?  v/hich  were  laid 
before  Parliament  in  Decorabor  1955?  came  into  operation  on  1st 
January,  1956.  There  was  some  feeling  of  disappointment  amongst 
public  health  workers  that  the  nev/  regulations  did  not  give  all 
the  powers  that  seemed  necessary  to  secure  and  maintain  good 
standards  in  this  important  aspect  of  their  v/ork.  In  addition, 
it  V'/as  not  very  long  before  certain  ambiguities  and  difficulties 
of  interpretation  of  parts  of  the  regulations  became  evident 
whJ.oa  are  likely  to  reduce  the  effectiveness  of  these  regulations. 
Another  source  of  disappointment  was  the  failure  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  to  provide  for  compulsory  registration  of  food  premises 
with  the  Local  Authority,  in  this  case  the  County  District 
Council,  As  long  ago  as  1951?  when  the  Report  of  the  Catering 
Trade  Working  Party  was  published,  the  Local  Authority  and 
Public  Health  representatives  on  the  Working  Party  urged  that 
catering  establishments  should,  after  adequate  inspection , and 
providing  they  came  up  to  an  agreed  standard,  bo  registered. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Catering  Trade  representatives  pressed  for 
registration  ”  as  of  right’.  Although  the  tv/o  parties  did  not 
agree  about  the  way  in  which  registration  should  be  effected, 
both  appeared  to  consider  that  it  was  desirable.  It  is  therefore 
surprising  to  find  that  when  the  long-awaited  newr  regulations 
did  appear  there  was  no  reference  to  any  type  of  registration, 
oven  for  catering  establishments  in  which  mediocre  or  poor 
standards  of  premises  and  equipment  make  it  difficult  for 
reasonable  standards  of  food  hyg;ieno  to  bo  maintained.  There 
are,  in  this  area,  catering  establishments  v/hero,  because  of  ■ 
the  limited  space  available,  both  inside  and  around  the  buildings, 
rooms  for  storage  and  preparation  of  food  are  inadequate  in  size 
and  badly  ventilated  and  garbage  and  waste  food  bins  have  to  be 
stored  in  the  same  room  in  which  food  is  prepared,  cooked  and 
served.  As  the  law  stands  at  the  moment  there  is  little  the  Local 
Authority  can  do  to  ensure  such  premises  are  used  to  the  best 
advantage  of  the  public  v/ho  use  them,  and  have  the  right  to 
expect  that  the  food  prepared  in  them  will  be  hygionically 
handled,  v/holesome  and  free  from  infection.  In  spite  of  the 
defects  in  the  regulations  which  I  have  referred  to,  they  do 
represent  an  improvement  on  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  snd  Drugs 
Act,  1938?  end  it  has  been  possible,  by  recourse  to  them,  to 
secure  better  conditions  in  the  great  majority  of  premises  in 
which  food  is  handled,  prepared  and  sold.  In  general  owners  and 
managers  of  food  businesses  have  been  helpful  and  co-operative 
in  carrying  out  alterations,  additions  and  works  necessary  to 
bring  their  premises  up  to  the  required  standard. 

During  1956,  in  spite  of  the  great  influx  of  holiday¬ 
makers  into  the  Area,  with  the  resultant  largo  expansion  in  the 
catering  trade,  four  cases  only  of  food  poisoning  were  notified. 
These  were  amongst  visitors  v/ho  wore  moving  about  a  good  deal, 
and  there  was  no  indication  as  to  where  the  infection  was  con*<- 
tr acted,  I  have,  in  previous  years,  written  of  the  importance' 
of  maintaining  good  standards  in  the  holiday  catering  industry, 
which  is,  after  all,  one  of  Gornv/all’s  principal  sources  of 
employment  and  income.  At  the  risk  of  appearing  tedious  or 
repetitive  I  should  again  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  all 
concerned  in  this  trade  to  the  necessity  of  continuing  to 
maintain  tho  highest  possible  standards  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  which  I  knoY/  they  have  to  contend  Y/ith  in  a 
trade  which,  because  of  its  seasonal  nature,  has  to  employ 
considerable  numbers  of  semi-skilled  and  unskilled  v/orkers, 

Th.e  main  activity  in  the  field  of  v/ater  supp].y  has 
again  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Liskoard  where  work  on  the  nev/ 
intake  main  from  the  River  Fowey  to  St,  Gleer,  and  on  the 
now  treatment  plant  and  storage  reservoirs  on  St,  Gleer  Downs 
for  the  Liskoard  and  District  Water  Board, continued  and  made 
good  progress,  Vdiilst  tho  Water  Board  was  undertaking  this 
work,  the  Liskoard  Rural  District  Gouncil  proceeded  v/ith  a 
comprehensive  scheme  of  laying  water  mins  in  tho  southern  and 


south-wostern  parts  of  tho  Rural  District ,  Those  riairs  v7ill 
he  ready  to  function  as  soon  as  the  hulk  supply  of  treated 
water  heconios  availahle  at  the  Water  Board’s  new  v;orks  on 
Ste  Cleor  Dov/ns  -  prohahly  in  tho  early  autumn  of  1957*  This 
new  supply,  when  it  hecomes  availahle,  v/ill  prove  a  oToat 
hoon  to  farms  and  private  dwellings  which,  up  to  nov;,  have 
heen  dependent  on  local  sources  liable  to  failiorc  in  dry  spells 
a.::'.,  of  doubtful  purity,  Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  yoar  notification 
received  of  the  proposal  to  hold  an  enquiry  into  a  further 
sec  Lion  of  the  scheme  to  bring  piped  water  to  that  part  of  tho 
Rural  District  lying  to  the  north  and  nortl>-east  of  tho  maiii 
works  at  St,  Cloero  In  parts  of  the  Area  other  than  tho 
Liskoard  Rural  District  supplies  of  v/atcr  were  generally 
adequate  and  of  good  quality  and, apart  from  minor  problems 
of  distribution,  no  real  difficulties  arose,  DuriuT  the  latter 
part  of  the  yoar  discussions  between  the  South  East  Cornwall 
Water  Board  and  the  Liskoard  and  District  Water  Board,  writh  a 
viov/  to  examining  and  integrating  policy  on  v/atcr  supply  in 
this  part  of  the  County,  were  initiated,  I  sincerely  hope  that 
those  discussions  will  load  to  tho  most  efficient  use  of 
available  sources  of  supply,  and  to  the  v/idest  possible 
distribution  of  pure  piped  water  in  South-east  Cornwall, 

Apart  from  repairs  and  improvements  to  existing  local 
sewage  disposal  schemes  the  only  noticeable  activity  in  this 
field  v/as  tho  completion  of  the  second  and  final  stage  of  tho 
scheme  to  servo  tho  largo  village  of  St,  G-ermo.ns,  Tho  large- 
scale  scheme  for  the  town  of  Callington,  submitted  to  tho 
appropriate  Ministry  at  the  end  of  1955 >  was  finally  approved 
in  November,  1956,  and  there  is  now  every  reason  to  hope  that  a 
start  on  actual  constructional  work  will  bo  made  in  the  early 
summer  of  1957*  In  tho  Liskeard  Rural  District  schemes  to  deal 
with  sewage  in  five  villages  wore  examined  and  approved  in 
principle  by  the  Ministry  as  long  ago  as  1953/54  and  are  still 
awaiting  permission  for  work  to  comjnence  on  them,  Enquirieo 
into  ways  and  means  of  dealing  v/ith  sewage  disposal  in  the 
Borough  of  Liskeard  continued  and.  it  appears  that  it  may  soon 
be  possible  to  prepare  a  final  scheme  to  deal  v/ith  the  large- 
scale  and  increasing  nuisance  caused  by  the  discharge  of  criKle 
sewage  into  the  East  Looo  river. 

In  concluding  this  general  preface  to  my  Annual  Report 
for  1956,  I  should  again  like  to  express  my  gratitud.c  for  the 
help  and  ready  co-operation  I  have  at  all  times  received  from 
the  various  Officers  of  the  District  Councils  I  servo  and 
particularly  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  with  whom.  I  have 
v/orked  in  tho  closest  harmony  throughout  the  yoar,  I  should 
also  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  tho  Councils  for  the  support 
and  encoiragement  1  have  had  during  the  year  and.  without  which 
it  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not  imx^ossiblo,  to  carry  out 
my  duties  and  obligations  to  the  Public  Health  Service. 

I  have  tho  honour  to  be, 

ric*.  Ghairman,  Lad.ics  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P,J.  POX 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


£ -iP lie  Health  and  V/ater  Comniittoe • 


Councillor  RoA.  Qrintor  o.e  Cliairman 

Councillor  H*E#  Jago  ..o  ...  Vico-Chairman 

together  with  six  othor  mombers  of  the  Couiicil.  This 
Committee  meets  once  a  month  and  deals  with  the  great 
majority  of  mattors  affecting  public  health. 


Housing  and  V/orks  CommittoOo 

Councillor  P.W.  Short  •••  •••  Chairman 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.E.  Osborn,  J.P.  •••  Vico-Chairraan 

together  with  seven  other  members  of  the  Council,  This 
Committee  meets  once  a  month  and  deals  with  a  siTiall 
nimiber  of  matters  affecting  public  health. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 


P.Jo  Pox,  Mo  Bo,  B,  Ch,  ,  B.A.  Oo,  D,  P.H. 

Modical  Officer  of  Ho alt h. 


W.  Hogarth,  M,R,  3.1.,  C,  S.I.B., 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Highv/ays  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer, 


J.G.  Biles,  McS.,IoA,, 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT^ 


Area  of  Urban  District 

Registrar  G-eneral’s  estimate  of 

1956  population 

975 

5,680 

acres 

"•:!rnber  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,200 

d:-. '-.eable  Value  of  Urban 

District 

£51,423 

represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£164 

Vital 

Statistics  for 

1956 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

39 

38 

77 

Birth  rate  per 

Tor point  U,  D, 

Health 
Area  Noi7 

England 

&  Wales 

1000  of  population 

14.9 

15.1 

15.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  births 

1 

- 

1 

Suill  birth  rate  per 

Tor point  U.D, 

Health 
Area  No: 7 

England 

&  Wales 

1000  total  births 

12,8 

19.7 

23.0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

21 

18 

39 

Death  rate  per 

Tor  point  U.D, 

Health 
Area  No; 7 

England 

&  Wales 

1000  of  population 

9.4 

11.3 

11,7 

Maternal  deaths  None  registered 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  of  age  None  registered 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages, 

Heart  disease  17 

Cancer  (all  sites)  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (”  Strokd'  )  5 

Ros:piratory  disease  2 


Average  Ap:c  at  Death. 


Males  64 

Females  71 


The  numoor  of  live  births  and  birth  rate  have  shovm 
an  increase  over  the  low  figures  of  1955 >  and  the  corrected  birth 
rate  is  now  only  slightly  bolo¥/  the  Health  Area  and  national  rate. 
The  number  of  deaths  registered  ~  39  -  ia  the  lowest  so  far 
recorded,  and  the  death  rate  is  more  than  2  per  1000  lower  than 
the  national  death  rate.  It  is  pleasant  to  bo  able  to  report 
that  no  maternal  or  infant  deaths  occurred  during  1956,  The 
most  prevalent  causes  of  death  wore  again  heart  disease  and  cancers 
of  various  typos,  but  cancor  was  loss  frequently  a  cause  of  doath 
than  in  1955*  The  average  age  at  death  showed  a  small  increase 
to  64  years  for  males  and  a  small  decrease  to  71  years  for 
females. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Urban  District 
was  exceptionally  lov/  during  1956,  when  11  cases  only  wore  noti¬ 
fied,  This  is  the  lov/est  total  so  far  recorded  since  I  commenced 
keeping  records  in  1948* 


-  9  - 


The  following  aro  details  of  actual  numbers  and  caso 
rates  of  notifiahlo  disoaso  during  1956;- 


Case  Rato  per  1000 

of  Population, 

Disoaso 

Gases 

Tor  point  U.D, 

' '  jijmonia 

9 

1.58 

gsipelas 

2 

0.35 

Health 
Area  No; 7 

1.3t 

0.41 


There  were  2  deaths  attributed  to  pneumonia  during  tho  year. 
Both  v/ere  of  elderly  persons. 

Tuberculosis. 

I  am  glad  to  bo  able  to  report  some  fall  in  the 
prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  Urban  District  during  the 
year,  when  5  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified* 
Nevertheless  the  attack  rate  of  0.88  per  1000  of  population  is 
abovG  that  of  the  Health  Area  and  the  County  of  Cornwall.  In 
an  endeavour  to  discover  possible  sources  of  infection  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  tov/n  for  a  v/oek  in  November 
1956.  Tho  response  to  this  visit  was  not  very  encouraging  as 
only  631  adults  of  both  sexes  passed  through  tho  Unit  during 
its  stay  in  the  town.  Assimiing  that  the  civilian  population 
of  the  Urban  District  is  about  4>000  the  proportion  of  the 
adult  population  which  availed  itself  of  this  service  was  in 
the  region  of  20^.  It  is  believed  that  the  fact  that  a 
considerable  number  of  adult  males  are  employed  in  H. M.  Dock¬ 
yard  where  they  have  facilities  for,  and  are  encouraged  to 
attend  Mass  Radiography  sessions,  may  have  been  responsible 
for  the  poor  attendance.  On  the  other  hand  the  relatively 
poor  response  amongst  adult  females  of  whom  only  356  attended 
and  who  did  not  have  any  other  opportunity  of  being  X-rayed, 
suggests  some^athy  towards  the  effort  to  discover  sources  of 
tuberculous  infection.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  found,  although  one  adult  male  was  brought 
under  observation.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
during  the  year. 


The  following  are  details  of  new  cases,  and  case 
rates  during  1956;- 


Age  Group 

0-1 

1-3 

5-15 
15  -  45 
45  -  65 

65  and  over 


Nev/  Gasos 
M  P 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Peat  hs 
M  P 


None 

registered 


4  1 


Rate  per  1000  of  Population. 


New  cases 

All  known  cases 

Deaths 


Tor  point  U,  D, 

0.88 

9.15 


Health  Area 

noT7 

037 

7.08 

0.02 


At  the  end  of  1956  there  wore  45  known  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis  and  7  known  cases  of  non-rospiratory 
tuberculosis  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

National  Assistance  J^ct,  1948. 

No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  called  for 
during  1956. 
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Water  Sup'oly 

I  have  little  to  add  on  this  subject  to  what  I  said  dji 
my  report  for  1955*  Although  all  the  prelirainary  work  in 
connection  with  the  installation  of  modern  pressure  filters  at 
the  Borough  treatment  works  has  been  completed  and  tho  customary 
inquiry  by  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
G‘'.- ;  vrnment  has  been  held,  it  does  not  appear  likely  that  work 
P".  ‘is  most  necessary  improvemont  to  the  supply  can  begin  before 
1957  or  early  in  1958# 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposalo 

No  alterations  or  improvements  to  the  present  system, 
from  vi^hich  crude  untreated  sev/age  is  discharged  into  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  Kamoazo,  v/ore  effect od  during  1956* 

Food* 

Following  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  now  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955?  all  o\mers  of  premises  handling  food 
v/cro  advised  on  the  additions  and  alterations  required  to  make 
their  businesses  comply  with  these  Regulations,  In  general, 
owners  and  managers  were  co-operative  in  carrying  out  tho 
advice  given  them  and  by  the  end  of  tho  year  had  facilities  for 
the  hygienic  handling  of  food, 

ZS '-‘d  Poisoning , 

There  v/erc  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  1956, 

Clean  Food  Campaign* 

None  were  undertaken  during  1956. 


Housing* 

There  was  not  a  great  deal  of  activity  in  this  direction 
during  the  year  when  progress  was  limited  fo  the  completion  of  a 
further  8  houses  on  tho  Queen’s  Park  Lstate,  and  some  future 
planning  for  the  building  of  a  further  24  houses  and  flats  on  tho 
Estate,  The  Clearance  Order  No:l  made  by  the  Council  in  1955?  iri 
respect  of  11  houses  in  the  older  part  of  tho  town,  was  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Governiiicnt  in  May  1956,  A 
second  Clearance  Order  in  respect  of  3  houses  was  not  confirmed 
after  an  Inspector  from  tho  Ministry  held  an  Inquiry  into  the 
proposal  in  November,  1956, 

Factories  Acts,  1957  and  1948, 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  tho  administration 
of  these  Acts, 

Report  of  Senior  Publ.ic  Health  Inspector* 

This  ropoi-'t''by  ]\ir,  Wilson  Hogarth  follows,  I  should 
like  to  thank  Mr.  Hogarth  and  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector,  MT,  J,G,,  Biles  for  tho  assistance  and  co-operation  I 
have  at  all  times  r  aoeived  from  them  during  1956, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1956, 


Sanitary  Circumstancos  of  the  Aroao 


Water  Supply# 

SincG  the  oxtonsivo  repairs  to  tho  concrete  dam  at 
Eglaroose  Reservoir  were  carried  out  in  1955,  there  has  "been 
no  drought  of  sui’ficient  severity  and  duration  to  tost  the 
improved  storage  capacity  of  this  reservoir,  hut  the  winter  of 
1955/56  was  very  dry  indeed  and  this  gave  the  Council  sorao  cause 
for  concern  in  case  there  was  a  shortage  of  water  in  the  ensuing 
summer.  Fortunately,  from  this  point  of  view,  the  weather  was 
normally  wet  and  tho  reservoir  v/as  never  less  than  half  full 
and  most  of  the  time  was  between  three-quarters  full  and  full. 

From  this  a  most  unusual  state  of  affairs  arose  in  that  the  water 
in  Eglaroose  Reservoir  lost  most  of  its  oxygon  content,  giving; 
rise  to  peculiar  tastes  and  smells  from  tho  filtered  water  in 
tho  town.  Tho  cause  of  this  trouble  was  not  then  apparent,  aixL 
the  advice  of  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  of  Victoria 
Street,  London,  tho  successors  of  Messrs.  Thresh,  Beal  and  Suckling, 
was  sought.  There  were  several  telephone  calls  to  this  Laboratory 
and  a  number  of  samples  'were  submitted  for  examination,  and  it 
v/as  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Heather  of  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories  that  the  water  was  immediately  aerated  by  various 
means.  This  eventually  removed  the  taste,  etc..  Regular  tests 
of  the  oxygen  content  of  the  rav;  water  are  now  made  so  as  to 
prevent  the  same  circumstances  arising  in  the  future.  It  is 
nevertheless  a  great  testimony  to  tho  changed  circumstances  of 
tho  local  supply  that  there  was  so  much  v/ator  in  hard  theit  it 
went  stale  through  long  storage.  The  other  reservoir,  kjioViai 
as  Craf thole  Reservoir,  and  situated  at  the  village  of  the 
same  name,  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  gives  an 
excellent  supply  of  very  pure  water, 

Tho  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  G.H,  Ivory 
and  Partners  of  Plymouth,  are  at  the  present  time  preparing  a 
scheme  of  water  filtration  "by  means  of  pressure  filters  at 
Borough  filtration  plant,  which  is  on  the  Eglaroose  trunk  main, 

Tho  installation  of  these  new  filters  would,  it  is  thought, render 
the  water  supply  to  the  tov/n  pure  and  in  all  respects  fit  for 
household  purposes  for  the  next  twenty  years  or  so.  The 
distribution  mains  continue  to  receive  attention  and  regular 
tests  are  done  to  locate  leakages,  and  they  are  immediately 
repaired  if  they  are  on  the  Council’s  mains  and  service  pipes, 
but  if  they  are  on  private  property  the  appropriate  Notices 
are  served, 

Wat  e r  S  ampl ing. 

Eighteen  samples  of  untreated  water  v/oro  taken  during 
the  year.  Nineteen  samples  of  treated  water  were  taken,  seven¬ 
teen  being  sterile-  A  treated  sample  on  5th  July,  1956,  was 
estimated  to  contain  4  coliform  bacilli  per  ml,  and  4  faecal  coli, 
per  mlo  On  10th  July,  1956,  another  treated  sample  was  esti¬ 
mated  to  contain  2  coliform  bacilli  per  ml.  Both  of  these  sam¬ 
ples  were  taken  from  tho  tap  at  tho  Western  National  Garage, 
which  is  supplied  by  tho  system  at  Borough. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Still  further  extensions  to  tho  sewerage  systems  in 
the  town  are  being  Qarriod  out  on  tho  Council’s  housing  estate 
known  as  Queen’s  Park  Housing  Estate,  also  at  Chapoldovvn,  vi/hlch 
is  private  enterprise  development,  but  the  sewerage  of  tho  to\m 
generally  functions  extremely  well  and  gives  no  trouble.  The 
same  cannot  be  said  of  one  part  of  tho  surface  water  and  storm 
water  system  v/hich  exists  in  certain  parts  of  tho  town, 
particularly  in  the  Antony  Road  and  Fore  Street  area,  whore  the 
pipes  during  storms  now  surcharge  to  such  an  extent  that  flooding 
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of  adjoining  proportios  in  Claronco  Placo  is  occurring* 

/■i.nothor  prolDlem  which  gavo  rise  to  sonic  concern  was  the 
proposition  by  a  house  OYmer  at  Gravesend^  Y/hich  is  part  of 
Torpoint,  to  lay  doYm  a  septic  tank  sev/ago  disposal  system* 

The  Council  refused  to  approve  those  plans  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Byelaws  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  the 
case  Y/as  heard  in  the  Magistrates’  Court,  but  Y/as  adjourned 
sine  die  so  that  the  parties  could  discuss  and  agree  upon 
various  outstanding  points  in  conaection  Y/ith  this  case,  but 
it  noY/  seems  possible  that  the  developer  Y/ill  bo  able  to 
install  his  proposed  sewerage  system,  and  the  likely  result  of 
this  Y/ill  be  that  a  nuisance  Y/ill  arise  because  the  sub-soil 
of  Torpoint  is  almost  entirely  of  solid  rock  and  therefore 
there  will  be  no  effective  absorbtion  of  the  effluent  which 
will  discharge  on  the  shoreline  of  Gravesend  Bay  or  in  Thanckos 
Bay  and  will  create  a  nuisance* 

defuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

This  continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and  no 
nuisance  arose  during  the  year  in  question.  The  Council 
collects  trade  refuse  in  addition  to  domestic  refuse  and 
makes  a  nominal  charge  for  this  service.  The  refuse  tip  at 
Borough  Quarry  is  rapidly  being  filled  up  and  the  time  is 
drawing  near  Y/hen  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  Y/hethor 
to  try  to  find  a  now  tipping  ground  outside  the  Urban  Area 
or  Y/hothor  to  install  an  incinerator  and  thereby  obtain 
innocuous  material  which  could  bo  disposed  of  in  the  various 
hollows  and  depressions  still  available  in  the  Urban  District* 


Housing* 

A  further  eight  houses  on  the  Queen’s  Park  Estate, 
belonging  to  the  Council,  were  completed.  The  Council’s 
Architect  has  the  plans  in  hand  for  a  further  twenty-four 
houses  and  flats  to  bo  built  on  the  same  Estate,  The  building 
of  the  Admiralty  Married  Quarters  at  Trovol  comprising  houses 
for  twenty  officers  and  forty  other  ranks  was  completed  during 
the  year. 

The  condition  of  the  privately  owned  houses  in  the 
toYm  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  few  formal  notices 
have  to  be  served  to  ensure  the  carrjring  out  of  essential 
repairs  in  these  dY/ellings, 

Slum  Clearance* 

Clearance  Order  Ho;l,  which  was  made  in  the  previous 
year,  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  7th  May,  1956*  An 
Enquiry  v/as  held  on  7th  November,  1956,  regarding  Clearance 
Order  No;2,  and  the  Minister’s  representative  was  present. 
Subsequently,  the  Minister  informed  the  Council  that  ho  would 
not  confirm  the  Order, 

Factories, 

In  1956,  ten  factories  Y/ero  in  the  local  authority’s 
register.  Seventeen  inspections  were  carried  out  and  one  verbal 
notice  was  given, and  later  complied  with* 

Shops  and  Food  Premises* 

A  summary  of  the  food  premises  in  the  District  is 
as  follows 

1  Baker  &  confectioner  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream, 
Cornish  cream  and  for  manufacture  of  cooked  meats* 

1  Butcher. 

3  Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  &  cooking  meat, 

2  Cafes  &  snack-bars  selling  ice-cream, 

1  Confectionery, 

1  Confectionery  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream, 
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2  Dairies  &  purveyors. 

1  Fish  &  chip  shop  selling  ice-crcfim. 

1  Fish  &  chip  shop  selling  ice-cream  and  v/ct  fish. 

3  General  shops  selling  ice- ere am. 

1  General  5:  confectionery  shop  registered  for  sale 
of  ico-croamo 

1  General  shop  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  & 
also  purveying  milk, 

2  Greengrocer ioso 

1  Greengrocery  &  fishraongory. 

1  Grocery,  also  registered  for  baking  calces  and 
cooking  meats. 

3  Grocer  shops. 

1  Grocery  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  . 

1  Grocery  registered  as  a  dairy  and  for  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

1  Grocery  &  greengrocery. 

1  Grocery  &  v/ine  merchant. 

2  Ice-cream,  sale  and  storage. 

1  Public  House  registered  for  malcing  pasties- 

1  Sv/eet  shop  and  nov/sagent. 

1  Sweet  shop  and  newsagent  registered  for  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

1  Sweet  shop,  tobacconist  and  hairdresser. 

3  Private  clubs  selling  food. 

Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
are  the  follov/ing  premises 

Sale  of  ice-cream  15 

(including  3  registered  premises  v/hero 
sales  are  at  present  discontinued) 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  cooked  meats  2 

”  ”  cooked  meats 

&  sausages  3 

”  pasties  1 

Four  premises  are  registered  as  dairies  and  their  occupiers  arc 
licensed  for  retail  purveying  of  specially  designated  milk. 

One  shop  is  also  licensed  for  the  sale  of  specially  designated 
milk.  All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  pasteurised.  One 
confectioner's  shop  is  registered  for  the  sale  of  Cornish  cream. 

During  the  year  all  food  premises  were  inspected  and 
the  occupiers  were  informed  Y/hat  improvements  and  alterations 
would  be  necessary  to  bring  the  promises  up  to  a  standard  v/hich 
would  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955.  Informative- 
literature  was  sent  to  every  premises  for  the  guidance  of  the 
occupier.  Subsequently  twenty-three  verbal  and  VYritten  requests 
were  made  and  these  v/ere  follov/ed  by  eight  Statutory  Notices, 

At  the  time  of  malcing  the  first  inspections,  no  more 
than  three  premises  wore  considered  to  comply  with  the 
regulations.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  v/ere  only  five 
premises  v/herc  requirements  had  not  been  complied  v/ith  and  of 
those  there  were  throe  where  work  was  in  hand. 

The  Council  decided  that  all  food  vehicles  must 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  inspections  were  being  made  when 
opportunities  arose. 

Food  Sampling, 

Thirty  samples  of  ice-cream  v^ere  taken,  twenty-eight 
being  in  Grade  I  and  tv/o  being  iii  Grade  2,  Of  tv/enty-four 
samples  of  milk  taken,  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  were  also  taken  of  Cornish  cream,  cockles, 
crab  meat,  fish-cake,  brav/n,  sa.usages,  pies  and  pasties.  No 
pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated  in  any  case. 
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On  18th  Deceniber,  tho  Torpoint  Urban  District  Council 
referred  to  the  Magistrate's  Court  a  case  in  which  it  v/as 
alleged  that  a  dirty  iDottle  of  milk  v/as  supplied  to  a  pupil  at 
a  local  school.  The  case  arose  as  a  result  of  several  similar 
complaints,  hut  the  Magistrates  found  there  v/as  insufficient 
evidence  and  dismissed  tho  case. 

During  the  year,  tho  follov/ing  quantities  of  food 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  disposal; - 

Two  stone  of  hake,  and 

One  7  Ih.  case  of  smoked  haddock. 

All  such  unsound  food  is  burnt  by  Council  employees. 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  Torpoint  Urban 

District, 

Rodent  Control, 


Tho  refuse  tip  and  tho  sewers  have  received  periodic 
treatment.  There  is  very  little  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
vermin  in  Torpoint, 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

I ,  Inspection  of  Dv/elling  Houses  during  the  year. 


1(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  I90 

w  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7C0 

2(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub¬ 
head  1  above)  v/hich  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg¬ 
ulations  1925  *  1932  14 

(t)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  34 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
bo  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 


4  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  10 

IIo  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Normal  Notices, 

Number  of  defective  d¥/elling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  13 

III,  Action  under  Statutory  Pov/ers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  I6  of  the 

Housing  Act,  193^  None 

1,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

notices  wore  served  requiring  repairs  4 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
v/ero  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices;  - 

(a)  by  ovmorso  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners,  - 
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IV. 


(•b)  Proceedings  under  PulDlic  Health  Acts;- 

n  Niimher  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which 

"L  were  served  requiring  defects  to  he 
remedied 

2.  Humbor  of  dwollinghousos  in 

wers  romodiod  after  service  of  formal 

notice  - 

[bS  by  rocs'" Authority  in  default  of  ovmors 

(o)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193o?“ 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  whicn 
Demolition  Orders  were  madCo 

?  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 
issuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

3.  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  use  unfit- 
houses  accepted. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936;- 

,f  .r.rcf 

v;Gre  made 

2.  NuMoer.of  Boparate  tonoments  »  ^dergroun^^ 

^det™LSedr?Ae\:L:Si?"o?\ooms  havinri  been 
rendered  fit. 

Act.  1936,  Par:L-IIfi-°X2£b£°Ja^ 

(a)  1.  number  of  dwellings  ovorcrowded  at  tho  ond 
of  the  year 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

-  3.  Number  of  persons  dv^elling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcr ov/ding  duriuo  tho 
year 

(0)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  ovoror ov/ding  relieved 
during  the  year 

2.  Number  of  persons  ooncorned  in  such  cases 


2 


4 


1 

1 


Drains  tested 

Number  of  visits  re  drainage 

D)  Visits  re  infectious  diseases 
Premises  disinfected 

c)  inspections  of  Pood  Premises 

d)  Inspections  of  shops  under  Shops  Act 

e)  Inspection  of  Factories 

f)  Preliminary  Inspection  of  houses  lor  slura 
clearance  plan 


37 

50 

2 

1 

103 

20 

17 
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APPEKDIX  I, 


PRINCIP/iL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  “  /JbL  A&ES  -1956. 


St 

.GER- 

TTS- 

S/HT- 

■  Tdk- " 

LIS- 

HEALTH 

DISEASE 

M/iNS 

HEARD 

ASH 

POINT 

KE/iRD 

LOOE 

AREA 

Do 

Ro  Do 

M.B, 

U.D. 

Mo  Bo 

U.D. 

NO:  7 

Heart  Disease 

71 

62 

34 

17 

50 

21 

255 

Cancer  (all  sites) 
Vascular  lesions  of  the 

Uo 

29 

22 

8 

13 

13 

125 

nervous  system  (’*  stroke’*  ) 

27 

19 

10 

5 

9 

3 

73 

Respiratory  disease 

17 

6 

15 

2 

10 

mm 

50 

Circulatory  disease 

12 

6 

6 

1 

4 

2 

31 

Gonito-ur inary  disease 

5 

3 

4 

1 

1 

- 

14 

Digestive  disease 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

- 

13 

Suicide 

4 

4 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

10 

Other  accidents 

4 

2 

- 

2 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

mm 

2 

« 

APPENDIX  2. 


TYPES  OF  HEART  DISEASE  AND  GANGER  GAUSINCt  DEATH  -  1956, 


SToGER- 

TYPE  OP  DISEASE  M/iNS 

Ro  D« 

LIS- 

KE/J^D 

RoDo 

SAL- 

TASH 

M.B. 

POINT 

U.  D. 

ke;xRD 

I/[.B. 

LOOE 

Uo  D. 

■HEYOTH 

YiREA 
NO;  7 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with 

26 

19 

14 

11 

9 

7 

86 

heart  disease 

8 

6 

- 

1 

2 

2 

19 

Other  heart  disease 

37 

37 

20 

5 

39 

12 

150 

Cancer  of  lung  &  bronchus 

3 

10 

1 

2 

6 

22 

Cancer  of  stomach 

8 

2 

2 

1 

5 

2 

20 

Cancer  of  breast 

6 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

12 

Cancer  of  uterus 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

7 

Other  cancers 

22 

14 

15 

5 

4 

4 

64 

APPEIRDIX  5> 

DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS  -  1956. 


0-5 

”3^15 

15-45 

45-65 

65-75 

“75'YEARS  IJuL  AGES 

DISTRICT 

YEARS 

YEARS 

YEARS 

YEARS 

YEARS 

&  OVER 

St.  Germans  R.D, 

3 

2 

12 

45 

56 

96 

214 

Liskeard  RoD« 

5 

- 

5 

30 

43 

70 

153 

Saltash  MoB, 

4 

2 

3 

20 

32 

50 

111 

Torpoint  U.D, 

1 

1 

1 

9 

10 

17 

39 

Liskeard  MoB. 

2 

1 

2 

14 

20 

52 

91 

Looe  U.D, 

- 

- 

3 

6 

13 

22 

44 

Health  Area  No; 7 

15 

6 

26 

124 

174 

307 

652 

APPENDIX  4. 

AVER/iGE 

AGE  AT 

DEATH  - 

1956. 

DISTRICT 

Males 

Females 

Sto  Germans  R.D, 

66 

72 

Liskeard  R,D, 

69 

71 

Saltash  M.B, 

69 

69 

Torpoint  U.D, 

64 

71 

Liskeard  M.Bo 

73 

73 

Looe  U.D. 

68 

80 

Health  Area  No: 7  68  73 
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APPENDIX  5. 


TUBERCliLOSISo 

NF.W  OASES  AND  DEATHS  IN  IIEAliTH  AREA  NO:  7 

19580 

Arce  Group 

New  Cases 

M  P 

DcathSo 

M  P 

0  -  1  Year 

1-5  Years 

5-15  Years 

15  -  45  Years 

45  -  65  Years 

65  Years  and  over 

1 

2  1 

3  p 

5  4 

5 

M  *«* 

*** 

1 

Totals 

16  13 

1 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  Case  Rate  per 

1000  of  Population 

0.31 

0.26 

0.57 

Mortality  Rate  per 

1000  of  Population 

0,02 

- 

0.02 

CASE  RATES  AND  MOR 

TALITY  RATES 

■nT  om'DT  r<rr>Q  TTo 

PER  1000  OP  POPULATION 
UP.AT.TH  ArE7\  NU:7  -  1956. 

IJM  Tiltii  OlA  UUUiNTl  - - ^ - - - 

‘KTfiw  Cases  All  Known  Gases 

Deaths 

ijxaoi'-Luo 

as 

at  31.12.56 

Sto  Germans  R«D. 

0.25 

6.83 

- 

Liskeard  R«D* 

0.50 

5.50 

0.07 

Saltash  M«B, 

0.80 

7.34 

Tor  point  UcD. 

0.88 

9ol5 

Liskeard  M<,Bo 

0.46 

9.28 

Looe  UbDo 

1.34 

7.80 

Health  Area  No; 7 

0.57 

7-08 

0.02 

Cornwall  County 

0.63 

— 

0,11 

APPENDIX  6, 

CANCER  OP 

THE  LUNG  AND 

PRONCHUS  -  1956 

DEATHS  BY  iiGE  LrKUuPS  ixi'lD 

Age  Group 

15  -  45 

45  -  65 

65  -  75 

75  and  over 

Males 

1 

9 

3 

3 

Females 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals 

16 

6 

r'AMrrp.p  PATP.  PER  1000  OP  POPULATION. 

Males 

Pomales 

Total 

Health  Area  No: 7 
Cornwall  County 

England  &  Wales 

0.314 
0.224 
0.349 
-  18 

0.118 

0.027 

0.058 

0.432 

0.251 

0.407 
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